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H.. Jop V. 1. 


Mo unto them; for they have gone in the way 
of Cain, and ran greedily after the Errour 
of Balaam for Reward, and periſhed in the 
gainſaying of Core. 


H E main Deſign of this ſhort Epiſtle of St. 

Jude was, as is very 3 to preſerve 
the diſperſed Jeu, who had lately receiv d 

the Chriſtian Faith, from the Infection and 
debauched Principles of the Nicolaitans, and their 
Contemporaries the Gnoſticks, the falſe Teachers that 
had gone abroad, and had then, in its firſt Infancy, 
infeſted the Church. "Theſe Sects were deriv'd, the 
— from Nicolas, one of the 7 * 2 
Poſition, * To, ragpaxendy rh rap: d, that we ought 
to abuſe 'the Fleſh, _— — miſinterpreted by , 
Followers to an unreſtrain'd Exceſs in all Lewdneſs 
and Debauchery : The latter, as was ſuppos'd, from 
Simon Magus, the famous Sorcerer and Magician. 
Theſe pretended indeed to the Name of Chriſtianity, 
but were utter Strangers to the Thing; for they were 
arriv'd to the utmoſt Degree of Licentiouſneſs, and are 
branded in Holy Scripture for their Cruelty againſt the 
true Profeſſors of Religion, for their avowed Apoſtacy 
from the Faith in times of Perſecution, thinking it 
then lawful to deny their Lord that bought them; * 
had deſtroyed all Difference of Good and Evil, anc 
* Clem, Alexandr, Strom, L. 2. p. 491. Ed. Pot.. | | 


i] 
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(s) 
overturn'd all the Duties of Religion, if inconſiſtent 
with their Eaſe and Intereſt. And they were ſuch 
notorious Hypocrites and Unbelievers, ſo complying 
with the unconverted Jews, and ſuch Enemies to the 
Orthodox Chriſtians; - they had corrupted theChriſtian 
Religion with ſuch ſcandalous Principles, and the 
had debauched their Manners with ſuch looſe Prafti. 
ces, that the Apoſtles, in all their Epiſtles, condemn 
them, as the Spots of the Church, and the Peſts of 
Society, as the Reproach of the Chriſtian Name, and 
as abominable both to God and Man: . Particularly 
the Nicolaitaut, who are expreſly mention'd by St. 
John, in the ſecond Chapter of his Revelations, and 
the ſixth Verſe, and whos Doctrine our Lord, with 
z particular Emphaſis, is there fai r hare. 

This Epiſtle then is directly deſign'd againſt theſe 
early Hereticks; it r , in their natural and: ply 
Colours, both their Principles and Practices, 
ſtrictly engages the true Chriſtians to condend 
ly for the Faith, which was 'once deliver'd to the 
Sarnts, ant not to hearken to theſe Sedurers, who h 
crept in mawares among * to have ay Con- 
verſe or Communication with them, not to communacate 
wirh them in their Sins, leſt ey ſhould periſh in 
that Deſtruction and Judgment, which, in the twenty 
fourth of St. Matthew, had formerly been denounced 
againſt them by our Saviour himſelf, and was now 
ready to overtake them. 1212 17 ES 

No my Text falls in with this elegant and juſt 
Deſcription of theſe wicked and ungodly Men, and, 
at the ſame time that i deſcribes them, it denounees 
a Wo againſt them, Wo unto them, for they buve 
gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the Hr. 

xor of Balaam for Reward, and periſhed in the gain- 

ing of Corah. The 


(7) 
The Text therefore inclndes theſe two Parts. 
| 2 The Charafter of theſe wicked Hereticks; They 


have in the way of Cain, and ran cedily ter 
the Errour of Balaam for Reward, . 2 
pared Corab in 9 his Gain ſaying and -/ 1 Gong 

TE The' Judgment denounced againſt them, 72 
watt then, for they have periſhed; or, as Grotins ren- 
ders it, they ſhall N in the gainſa hing of Girah. 

If we conkider, firſt, the Cllaracter of theſe falſe 
Teachers or Hereticks, it branches it ſelf into three 
Parts, according to the: Wickedneſs of the Perſons to 
whom it reſembles them, vi. Cam and HBalaam, and 
Coruti, who have as diſgraceful a Character , as perhaps 
— m the Old Teftament. 
© Girſs, ns fad that they had gone in the way of 
Cams, i | were notorious for Hatred and Ma- 
af cheer 0D Oh enn even 


3 


— uur ted one why flew his Brother ;. andthe 
it asks the wherefore flew be him ? 
and he anſwers it himfelf, becaufe bir aum Vork. 


were evil, and hir Brother's righteans. Cain, no 
| was not withont a competent. Knowledge 
of ion: He muſt needs have a quick Senſe of 
God upon his Mind, the Tradition of the Creation 
having not long before been deliver'd-co hin hy his 
Parents. And as he had ſome Knowledge of Reli- 
gion, ſo he made an outward Profefſion of it too: 
He was as forward in ſacrificing as Aeli was; but! (ball 
tho? his O was yer his: Forks were evil: 
tho* the Sacrifice was ſound, yet che Heart was oo 

N rupt 


1 
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(8) 
rupted; and tho* the Altar burned with Incenſe, yet 
ftill there was no Sincerity, no true Piety to perfume 
the Sacrifice, and to recommend it to the Divine Ac- 
ceptance.. -For his Heart was full of Envy, he had a 
malignant Spirit within him, and that provok'd him 
to Anger and Revenge _ his Brother, when he 
perceiv'd that God regarded Abel's Sacrifice, and re- 
jected his. j £9 
It is indeed very ſad to obſerve how ſuddenly human 
Nature could degenerate, and that too into the moſt 
barbarous Brutality: But the Devil was got into Cain, 
(for he was of that wicked one) and he had-infus'd. his 
own Malice into him; ſo that neither the Relation of 
a Brother, nor any. Principle of Humanity, nor an 
Fear of Guilt or Puniſhment could influence or affed 
him. As the Action was barbarous beyond a Parallel, 
ſo there could be no Grounds or Reaſon for it; unleſs 
we can ſuppoſe that there was not room enough in the 
World for theſe two Brothers to live together; ſince 
it was not with them, as it was afterwards with Lor 
and Abraham, when the Land was not able to bear 
them, that they might dwell together f. They might 
have been mutually helpful and obliging to each other, 
Nature and Reaſon required it from them. But Cain 
was. not to be influenc'd by any Senſe either of Intereſt - 
or Duty; his Nature was debauch*d; and Temptation 
powerful, and his on malicious Heart ſubverted him; 
and then no Wickedneſs was too great for him, he 
could ſacrifice an innocent Perſon, and an only Bro- 
ther. THY, : 
Thus you have ſeen the Sin of Cain. I wiſh we 
could ſay that the Men, the Regicides of this Day 
had: not tranſcribed his Example, had not walked in 
$I Gen, xiii, 6, jw | 71 
t 
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* 
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the Way of 'Cain. Give me leave to run the Parallel 
betwixt them. 
The Authors and Promoters of this Day's Cruelty 
could facrifice and pray to God as well as Cain; they 
retended to be remarkable for their Incenſe and Ot- 
ferings, for their long Prayers and complemental Per- 
for mances; but their Religion fat only on their Tongues 
and Lips, it was at beſt too narrow and confin'd, pre- 
tended to Zeal and Reverence for God, and yet ſtil! 
neglected the other werzghty Matters of the Lau, Ju-. 
ſtice and Charity, Obedience to their Governours, and 25 
Love to their Neighbours. Malice and Envy, Hatred 
and Cruelty, Lying and Falſhood were too notgrious ww 
in them; and while God had only the Ceremony ane 
Addreſs, the Labour of the Lips, and the Sacrifice c 
the Fools, their Works and Actions too much declared 
whom they ſerved, and to whom they belonge t. 
Their Cruelty was as barbarous as that of Cat's, 
and the Object of it did as little deſerve it, it was as 3 . 
unprovok'd as it was unexampled: So that neither tiB 
Character of the King, nor the Righteouſneſs of tge 
Man, nor the Juſtice of his Cauſe, could prote& or RR 
defend him; for Malice and Impiety make no Diſtin RY 
tion; neither the nearneſs of Relation, nor God's Ap- . 
probation of Abel, nor his own Innocency, could ſe- 
cure him: And when Men will walk in the way of 


Cain, the moſt holy Men, and the beſt of Kings, can» 
not be ſafe. 


T'> 
ö 1 


( 10 ) 


ple more tenderly, none govern'd them more juſtly, 
none dy'd for them more reſolutely, more chearfully, 
and couragiouſly. Conſider him as Defender of the 
Faith, and ſo none more learnedly vindicated it by his 
Pen, none more adorn'd it by his Life and Actions, 
none better conſecrated it by his Death and Sufferings. 
Conſider him as in the Church Supreme, and fo will 
| ſee him employing the beſt Part of his Prerogative, the 
choiceſt Flower of his Crown, to the Glory of God, 
to the Diſcouragement of Wickedneſs and Vice, to 
the Propagation of God's true Religion and Virtue, 
and to the Defence and Protection of the beſt conſti- 
tuted Church in the World. He ſhew'd his Love to 
Epiſcopacy, as in his Care and Preſervation of it here, 
ſo in the Endeavours he made uſe of for the Re-eſta- 
bliſhment of it in his neighbouring Kingdom. AndI 
cannot but wonder how a late celebrated Hiſtorian of 
his own Times could vilifyand accuſe him of intemperate 
Zeal in the Defence of it, arraigning his Conduct in the 
Means and Methods he took for it, as neither legal, 
wiſe nor juſt. Whatever the King may ſuffer in his 
Character, I am ſure it is no Advantage to the Biſhops, 
to mix the moſt ſolemn Appeals to God and Heaven 
with falſe Inſinuations and wicked Surmiſes; As if the 
Merits and Juſtice of his Cauſe were to be judg'd by 
the Event or Succeſs of it; as if his whole Adminiſtra- 
tion was no better than a Series of Errors and Mi- 
ſtakes, becauſe in the End it prov'd unſucceſsful, or 
that he muſt needs be faulty, becauſe he was unfortu- 
nate. Whatever Outcries. were made, and very plau-- 
ſibly perhaps too, againſt the extraordinary Expedients. 
Iis preſſing unhappy Neceſſities forced him upon, yet 
I almoſt think his Enemies had really no Fault againſt 
him, vn'eſs it was in the Matter of his God: His Lite. 
| was. 
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was à continual Ornament to his Cauſe, the Integrity 


of the one ſhew'd the Juſtice of the other, they mu- 
tually adorn'd and ſupported each other, and ſo*both 


muſt either ſtand or fall together: And I may ask'the 


the ſame Queſtion concerning him as is concerning 
Abel; wherefore flew they him, but becanſe their Works 
were evil, and his were righteous. 

But before we proceed to the remaining Parts of the 
Character contained in the Text, let us fee what Im- 
provement may be made of this. 

And in the firſt Place, nothing ſhould more diſpoſe 


us to Faſting and Humiliation, than to conſider the Ry 


7.74 94 
N Aga q 
* 2 * 4 


Guilt that was drawn upon this Nation by the Blood 
of this Day. It is ſaid in the Chapter, where the Story 


of Cain and Abel is recorded, that the Voice of AbePs | 


Blood cry'd to God from the Ground *. And methinks 
the Blood of that righteous King ſends forth a loud 
and bitter Cry againſt this Nation, and nothing but 
Repentance thro' his Blood, that ſpeaketh better things 
than that of Abel, can wipe it out; and which J hear- 
tily pray God to grant, as well to the Authors and 
Abettors of the Cruelty, as to the whole Nation; that 
when the Lord prepares his Throne for Judgment, 
when he maketh Inquiſition for Blood, he may remem- 
ber the Cry of the humble, and ſave the Land, and 
deliver it from Blood-guiltineſs. And his Blood not 
only cryeth to Heaven, but to the Earth alſo; and by 
it, as Mhel, be being dead, yet ſpeaketh, he calleth us 
to weeping and faſting, and mourning, that neither 
the Guilt of that Sacred Blood, nor the other Sins, by 
which God was provoked to deliver up both us and 
our King into the Hands of cruel and unreaſonable 
Men, may be charged upon us. 'There are none of 


10. 
B 2 | us, 
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us, though perſonally indeed unconcern'd in the Tra- 
gedy, but had need to be deeply affected with it, that 
the Repentance of this Day may be as notorious as the 
Sin, that we may recover that Reputation we have fo 
juitly forfeited among foreign Nations, and that we 
may divert thoſe Judgments,which hover over, and may 
hereafter, unleſs God in his Mercy think fit to inter- 
poſe, affect theſe Kingdoms for the Sin of that great 
Rebellion and Parricide. It was a Day of Reproach 
and Scandal to our Nation, and when I think upon it, 
I am ready to fay in Job's Phrafe, Let the Day be 
Darkn«ſs, let not the Light ſhine upon it, let Dari. 
neſt and the Shadow of Death ſtain it, let à Cloud 
dwell upon it, let the Blackneſs of the Day terrify it, 
Het it not be foyn'd to the Days of the Tear, and let it 
not come into the Number of the Months, a Day of 
Darkneſs it was and Gloomieſs, a Day of Clouds and 
of thick Darkneſs +. 

But, ſecondly, That we may make a farther Im- 
provement of this heavy Judgment, though there is 
no Indempnity, no Oblivion to be indulged to theRe- 
bellion, yet I am not for curſing even the Actors in it, 
however heinous their Crime be; ſince Chriſtianity ra- 
ther teacheth us to forgive and to pray for them. 
St. 7ohn, when touching upon Ae Murder, uſhers 
it in with a Preface concerning Love: Thzs is the Me, 
ſage that ye have heard from the beginning, that ye 
tove one another . Let us then turn the Indignation 
upon our ſelves, and hear the Rod, and him that hath 


appointed it; conſidering that God often puniſhes ſuch 


crying Sins with epidemical and publick Judgments ; 
he puts them upon a whole Nation's Score, and makes 
the innocent Sheep to ſhare with the wicked Goats; 


1 Chap iii. ® i Epiſt; chop. ili. v. 11. 
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28 it is obſervableunder the Law, when the Murderer 
was unknown, the whole Land was to be reſponſible, 
and to purge it by a general Sacrifice T. This was ne- 
ceſſary where the Murder was only caſual and uncer- 
tain, without any formed or premeditated Deſign; not 
when tranſacted: in a Form of Juſtice, and under the 
Countenance of national Authority: So that nothing 
leſs than our united Prayers and Tears, our unfeigned. 
Repentance and Humiliation, can filence the Cry of 
our Sovereign's Blood, can reconcile offended Juſtice 
to us, and prevent the more ſevere Expreſſes of his 
Anger. The beſt of Men have not Security againſt a 
publick Judgment; this is not the Time of impartial 
Retribution: and becauſe God doth not miraculouſly 
interpoſe, the: moſt innocent may ſuffer. in thoſe Cala- 
mities that befal a Nation for other Mens Sins. And 
indeed all the Judgments that have already, and may 
hereafter enſue, upon this execrable Murder, may 
juſtly. be ſaid to be owing to eur Sins, tho” we were 
not the direct Inſtruments of the Cruelty. And theſe: 
are the Sins, the Sins of a Nation, that bring down 
Deſtruction both on Church and State; the Loſs of 
good Kings, and the Puniſhment of bad ones, Civil 
Wars, Invaſions from abroad, Schiſms in the Church, 
and Factions in the State, happen to us in the Nature 
of national Judgments, and are all owing to our Sins, 
which are the fruitful Cauſe of all our Calamities. 
But, thirdly and laſtly, This ſhould teach us to be- 
ware likewiſe of Hatred and Malice, and a furious Spi- 
rit. It was theſe that carry'd Cain into all thoſe Ex- 
rravagancies againſt his Brother, and it was for this 
violent Zeal and Bigottry againſt the orthodox Chri- 
ſtians, that the old Hereticks and falſe Teachers are 
Deut xxi, | 


condemned, 


— —— , 


( 14 ) 


condemned, as going in the Way of Cain. It needs 
not coſt us much Enquiry to diſcover the Effects, the 
tragical Effects of this malicious and revengeful Spirit, 
not only to private Perſons in Tumult and Bloodſhed, 
but to whole Churches and Kingdoms, which have 
been divided and torn in Pieces by them. And indeed, 
it we give way to theſe Piques and Factions, if we are 
not peaceable in our Tempers, and charitable to one 
another; if we are bigotted in our Judgments, and re- 
vengeful in our Diſpoſitions, God knows where we 
Mall ſtop! this Zeal and Malice will carry us on to 
more Ungodlineſs. This, it's plain, was very much 
the Caſe of them that occaſioned the Great Rebellion; 
they, like Cain, were angry, becauſe their Sacrifice 
Was not accepted; The Laws were againſt them, and 
the King knew too much of the Novelty and Error of 
their Way, to comply with, or to countenance them. 
This it was that provoked their Spleen, and tempted 
them to diſturb Government, to deſpiſe Dominion, and 
Speak evil of Dignities. This extravagant Zeal for O- 
pinions and Parties, this violent Prejudice againſt 
Church and Eſtabliſhment, raiſed their Paſſion and 
their Spite, and aſſuming to themſelves to be the only 
Righteous, iftheir Brother's Sacrifice be allowed, and 
theirs refuſed, they care not if they ſacrifice a Church 
to their Fury, and a whole Kingdom become a Burnt- 
offering. Nothing is ſo facred as to eſcape ſuch a Ma- 
lice, and nothing ſo outragious which it will not at- 
tempt! Tho' the Authority of the King made his Per- 
fon ſacred, and tho* the Juſtice of his Government 
made it unexceptionable, yet theſe hot Zealots would 
have no Regard to his Crown or Dignity, to his Per- 
ſon or Authority, to the Goodneſs of his Cauſe, or 
the lategrity of his Life; but they blacken'd him 1n wo 
goo 


| 1. 
1 45 
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(75) 
good Name, they raviſh'd from him his Crown, hey 
proſtituted his Authority; and, which I cannot ſpea 


they try'd, they condemw'd, they murder'd him. Thus 
will Hatred and Malice, and an intemperate Zeal hur- 
ry Men on, as it did Cain, and the old Hereticks, and 
the late Rebels, to all inhuman Actions, to diveſt 
themſelves of the very Inſtinct of Nature, the Princi- 
ples of Reaſon, Humanity and Religion, to foment 
Diviſions, trample upon their Governours, and at laſt, 
with the utmoſt Mockery and Contempt, to imbrue 
their Hands in their dread Sovereign's Blood. 

But, ſecondly, the ſecond Part of the Character of 
theſe falſe Teachers in my Text, is, that they ran 
greedily after the Error of Balaam for Reward. The 
Meaning of this may be beſt underſtood from the 224 


have an Account of the whole Story, how that Balaam 
was tempted by Balak to curſe I/rael. At firſt indeed 
he refus'd his Summons; and afterwards, when he did 
comply, yet he frankly tells Ba/ak that he would (peak 
nothing in Favour to him, but only what the Lord 
ſhould command him; the Word that the Lord putteth 


before told the Meſſengers the Princes of Moab, that 
tho' Balak would give him his Houſe full of fulver and 
gold, he would not deviate from what the Lord ſhould 


ſaw the rewards of Divination in their hand, the Sil- 
ver and Gold and Honour that Balak promis'd, was 
too great a Temptation for him to reſiſt ; for as St. Pe- 
ter faith, He loved the wages of Unrighteouſneſs +. 


Ver. 34. 3E, 12 Pet. if. 15. 
God 


- 


without Horror and Aſtoniſhment, they arraign'd, 


and 234 Chapters of the Book of Numbers, where we 


in my Mouth, ſaith he, that ſhall I ſpeak . He had 


dictatè to him; and yet notwithſtanding all this, his 
way, we ' ſee, was perverſe before the Lord *. He 
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into Diuiuation againſt Iſrael, when they reproached 


(66) 


God did indeed fo overrule him, that he could not curſt 
Iſrael, as his Heart guided him, for the ſake of a Re. 
ward ; yet porhaps, as is very probable, he might not 


be wanting in his beſt Advice, eſpecially if he was the 
Author of the Expedient that was afterwards taken, 
and did almoſt as well, namely, to engage the T/rae. 
lites in ſacrificing to their Gods, and in committing 
I horedom with the Daughters of Moab . 
According to this Error of Balaam, as my Text ſtyles 
it, was the Life and Manners of the firſt Hereticks ; 


they made Merchandiſe of Souls for filthy Lucre's fake, 


they led their Proſelytes into all Manner of Looſeneſs 
and Libertiniſm, to deny the Truth, and to deny Chriſt 
for Fear of Perſecution, to deſtroy the Difference be. 
twixt Good and Evil, and to account any thing lawful 
that was ſafe and profitable. 
What we may gather from this Example to our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, 1s, firft, The Spite and malicious Inten- 
tions of Men againſt God's Church and People. For 
this Reaſon, viz. for his implacable Malice againſt 7/- 
rael, St. Peter ſaith, that Balaam had forſaken the right 
way, and gone aſtray * ; once he bleſſed Iyael, but when 


he began to curſe them, then he fell into the way of 


Error. And indeed it is impoſſible for Men to have 
any true Senſe of Religion upon their Minds, when 
they entertain malicious and unwarrantable Deſigns a- 


gainſt the Church of God. They eſpecially, who oc- 


caſioned this Day's fad Solemnity; they ran headlong 
into the Error of Balaam, when they intended the O- 


verthrow of our IJ/rael, when they bound our King 


with Chains, and our Prophets with Fetters of Iron, 
when they enter'd into Combination againſt Facob, and 


Chap. xxv. Abet, it. 15. 
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our Church, undermined our Conſtitution, and laid 
our Eſtabliſhment in the Duſt. — of 

But ſecondly, From this Example we ſhould learn 
more particularly to beware of Covetouſneſs. 

It was the Wages of Unrightcouſneſs, the Hopes 
of Reward that tempted Balaam to curſe 1/razt- 
His Covetouſneſs would have made him fell a whole 
Nation to God's Curſe and Plague, and their own 
Ruin; and ſo he gets the Money, it is alike to him, 
tho? 24000 Men of I/ael are deſtroy'd for it, as it 
afterwards came to paſs; and the Auger of the Lord 
was kindled againſt the whole Nation *. And it was 


this Love of Money that was the chief Incentive to DR. 


the great Rebellion. It was the Churches Riches, 
and the Biſhops Revenues, that were the powerful 
Temptations to ambitious and ſacrilegious Men; and 
indeed Men need little Provocation againſt a Church 
when they have a Deſign upon its Offices and Treaſures, 
and Preferments. It is eaſy to cry out againſt Idolatry 
and Superſtition, when Covetouſneſs leads to Sacrilege 
and Prophanenels. It's eaſy to rail at beautiful Churches, 
Lord Biſhops, and the plentiful Maintenance and Pride 
of Churchmen, when they havea mind to devour that 
which is Holy, to lay their profane Hands upon that 
which Piety and De votion have conſecrated to God; 
and when LE evil Eye and unhallowed Hands would 
eſtrange all theſe Things from their religious Purpoſes, 
and convert them to the Service of Luxury and Luft. 
Judas pleaded, Frugality and good Husbandry, when 
he had a Deſign upon the Bag; and it hath. been. an 
old Piece of Policy to fall out with the Church, the 
more plauſibly to ſeize. upon its Inheritance; to pre- 
tend Reformation of Abuſes, and to reCtify the Inde- 
corums of the Sanctuary, that they might ſteal away 
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its Ornaments, rob its Prieſts, and riffe its Treaſures. 
I believe it was the greateſt Fault of the Church then, 
that it was uppermoſt, that it had the Protection of 
the Laws, .and the Countenance of the King; and 
then they thought that the Murder of the one, and 
the Diſſolution of the other, were Venial Crimes, ſo 
theſe might accompliſh the End and ExpeQtation of 
their Covetouſneſs and Ambition. | 
The third Part of the Character is, that the Here. 
ricks or falſe Teachers, againſt whom St. 7ude wrote 
imitated Corah in his Gainſaying, i. e. in their Dif. 
obedience and Rebellion againſt their Superiors, either 
in Church or State, either againſt Mo/#s or Aaron. 
The Story of it we have in the 1600 ter of the 
Book of Numbers; Corah, Dat han and Abrram, with 
two bundred and # fry Princes of tbe Aſſembly, gather 
themſelves together againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, 
ſaying, Te take too much upon you, ſeeing all the Con. 
gregation are hoh, every one of them, and the Lord is 
among them; wherefore then lift ou up fetves 
above the Congregation of the Lord? You ſee here the 
Spirit of Hypocriſy and Diſobedience joyn'd together; 
all was pretended to be done under the Colour of Re- 
ligion, and even their Rebellion to be committed in 
the fear of the Lord. They pretend the Reformation 
of Abuſes, and ſo they forget all Order and Obedience, 
uſurp a Station that is improper for them, and belongs 
not to them, aſfuming to themſelves the Rod of Azron 
and the Sceptre of Moſes, and fain would be Kings 
and Prieſts, tho“ neither the Conftirution of Men, nor 
the Appointment of God, would call themto ſo honour- 
able a Function. The old Hereticks were Men ofthe 
ſame Stampand Complexion, pretending their Chriſtian 
Liberty to exempt them from all Obedience to Civil 

and Eccleſiaſtical Government; they were proud and 
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anonative, and ſcorned SubjeQtion ; they deſbiſed 
—— and ate evil of Diguities, deſtroying all 
Government and Order, and Authority, introdueing 
into the World a levelling Equality, or which is much 
the ſame, all manner of Diſorder and Confuſion. And 
that this was the Character af the bloody Regicides of 
this Day, is too plain and well known to be diſcourſed 
of; Men that murmured againft their Governors, were 
uneaſy under the beſt and happieſt Canſtitytion, and di- 
fturbed at Orders and Degrees: Men that were rude 
both with Me/es and Aaron, and would neither ren- 
der to the King nor Prieſt their due, but exalted them- 
ſelves, without any true Authority, into the Throne 
of David, and into the Chair of Mefer. And ſince 
ſuch a Behaviour is fo ftigmatized, and à Wo is de- 
nounced againſt it, all that I ſhall obſerve at preſent 
from it is, that we may learn how reaſonable it is, upon 
all Accounts, to ſtick clofe both te our Civil and Ee- 
* Government, that we reverence Moſes and 

ares. 

Which brings me now to ſpeak to the latter Part of 
my Text, which is the Wo that is denounced again 
theſe Hereticks, and all that live after their Example. 
Wo unto them, for theyhaeve gone in the wey of Cain, xc. 
Indeed human Reaſon may be in a Manner confounded, 
when itis.enquiring into the Methods of God's Provi- 
dence! His Judgments are unſterchable, and his Ways 
paſt finding out, and vet ſtill the Fudge of all the World 
doth, and will do rig. Sometimes he permits 8 righ- 
teous Abel, and a religious King, to fall into the Hands 
of a villainous Cain, and aperhdious Crew of ungodly 
Men: He ſuffers a triumphantWfurpatian, and allows 
a proſperous Wickedneſs : But - agen Jud gnen: ſome- 
times begin at the Houſe of Ged, yet ſtiil he reſerves 
the unjuſt to be puniſhed. 12 it happen d to thoſe 1 

2 . 


( 20) 
ed Men that are mention'd in my Text. Abel indeed 
fell a Sacrifice to Cain's Malice, and yet he is more 
happy in his Death, than Cain in his Life: For Cain 
had a Mark upon his Forehead, and a Sting in his 
Conſcience, ind an horrible Fear both of God and Man 
toreize and to torment him; he periſhedalſo in the Fury 
' wherewith he murder'd his Brother ꝙ, and his Puniſh. 
ment, as he confelled, was greater than he could bear. 
We may ſuppoſe him baniſhed trom the Communion 
of the Church, and from the Memorials of his D 
that God's conſtant Service would give him, let lopſe 
to his Luſt and Paſſions, and utterly enſlaved and a- 
bandoned to the Devil; ſo that his very Life was a 
Curſe and Torment to him, and it was infinitely bet. 
ter to dye with Abel, than to live with Cazr. 

Look ſecondly upon Balaam, how limited he is in his 
Power, how impotent in his Deſign: He was not able 
to curſe ae, tho* the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs 
were ſet before him, he found there was no Enchant- 
ment againſt Jacob, nor any Divination againſt Iſrael: 
nay, in his Prophetick Mood he curſeth 1/raePs Ene- 
mies, and he prayeth that he may aye the death of the 
richteons, and that his laſt end might be like his, i. e. 
that he might not fall by an untimely Death, in a 
ſtrange Land, by the Sword of his Enemies; but that 
he might go to his Grave, like Abraham, in a good old 
Age, and like a faithful 1/rae/zte, in Peace and Reſt: 
Bur that he did fo according to his Wiſh, is not at all 
probable: The Text faith, that he went to hrs own place*; 
which ſome will interpret in as bad a Senſe as that of 
Judas, where it is faid, that be fell from his Miniſtry 
«nd Apoſtleſhip, that he might go to bis own place . 

If inthe third place we look upon Corah and his Tribe, 
we find thatGod wrought a ſtrange Work, the Earth 


Wie. 2. 3. Ver. 25, *FARSi. 25. 
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opens her mouth and feallows them up, and a Fire devours 
two hundred and fifiy Men that conſpired with them; 
and this, faith the Text, was appointed as a Sign tothe 
Children of Iſrael, and to us alſo, that we might not 
partake in their Sins, and periſh in their Plague. And 
et we may obſerve, that Aaron's Prieſthood flouriſhed 
in the next Chapter, that was thus threatned in this; 
his Rod budded and ſpread in Spite of Oppoſition, and 
his holy Order proſper'd, notwithſtanding the Attempts 
of theſe profane Mea to ſupplant and undermine it. 

If we obſerve, fourthly, the end of theſe wicked 
Hereticks, the Apoſtle tells us, that they periſhed in the 
Kees of Corah. God ſuffer'd them to fill up the 

eaſure of their Iniquities; and tho” they raiſed great 
Commotions in the World, and terrible Perſecutions 
againſt the orthodox Chriſtians, yet they were ſtill pre- 
ſerved in Jeſus Chriſt from the common judgment; 
they ſhar'd in a glorious Deliverance, while theſe 

er fidious Jews and Hereticks were overtaken with a 
udden and irreverſible DeſtruQion. 

If in the laſt Place we reflect upon the Regicides and 
Managers of the Great Rebellion, we ſhall find, that 
tho? God did, for the Puniſhment of our Sins, ſuffer 
the Breath of our Noſ!rils, the Deſire of our Eyes, the 
anointed of the Lord to be taken in their Pits; tho' he 
ſuffered his Succeſſor to be hunted from one Nation to 
another, from one Kingdom to another People; tho' 
he let many religious Sons of the Church be injured 
in their trueſt Rights and Intereſts, and to undergo 
Afockings and Scourgings, yea mureover Bonds and Im- 
pri ſonments, and Death it ſelf; and tho? the Nation 
was overrun with Beggary and Diſgrace, with Sin and 
Judgment, yet at laſt he mz/erably deſtroyed theſe evil 
ders, diſgrac'd their Cauſe, and paid them the Shame 


and Puniſhment that they ſo well deſerved; reſtored 
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( 22 ) 
our Laws, our King, and our Church, and made us 
2s happy as our Hearts could wiſh. 

But to conclude. This ought to teach us in the firſt 
Place, always to be cautious and upon our Guard againft 
engaging in the rebellious Practices of Crab, in the 
covetous Deſigns of Ba/aam againſt the ChurchofGod, 
in the perſecuting bitter Spirit of Cain, who ſlew his 
Brother; to beware of the PraQtices of all hypocritical 
apoſtatizing Hereticks, /zft we 2 into the [ame Con. 
demmation. And ſince God is fo juft to his own Ca 
and fo ſure to avenge himſelf upon his Adverfaries, let 
us always expect his Deliverance from our Calamities, 
whenever they oppreſs us, in a way of Duty, and ſub- 
mit to his Providence, under the moſt rugged Diſpenſa- 
tions, and ſand fill and ſee the Sabuation of Go; and 
then we ſhall find him true to his Church, and a Help 
to his People. Indeed his own ED Time is the 
beſt for all his Purpoſes. After the Troubles of this 
Day, there were innumerable Treaties and Intrigues 
carry'd on about Accommodation, and yet always un- 
Tucceſsful, and to no Purpoſe, till God was pleaſed to 
ſand in the Gap; and when he root rhe Matter into 
bis own Hands, on a ſudden incenfed Armies turned 
merciful, and an inflamed Rabble became ſoft and tre- 
Qable; Tyranny and Uſurpation grew uneafy under 


the Glories of a Court, and rhe Splendor of Dommion, 


when God reſtored aur Fudges as at the firft, and our 
Counſellors as at the beginning, and brought about 
the Return of King Charles II. to the univerſal Joy 
and Satisfaction of the whole Kingdom. 

Laſtly, When we this Day remember the Fall of our 
excellent King, that neither his High Station, nor e- 
minent Virtues, could protect him fram the Violence 
of Men, and from the Stroke of Death, ſhould not this 


Trike us down into Fear and Reformation? Should it 


3 not 


„ 

got teach us to live as if Day was our haſt, and 
to be in conſtant Preparation for Death and Judgment? 
Let us then turn unto the Lord, with all our Hearts, 
with fafling, with weeping, and with mourning: Let 
us rent our Hearts, and not our Garments, and turn 
unto the Lord our God, for he is gracious and merciful 
flow to Anger, and of great Kindneſ5, and repenterh 
him of the Evil. If we do thus, God will return and 
repent, and leave a Blefſing behind him: Then will 
he ſtop the Cry of this Day's Blood, be zealous for his 
Land, and pity his People Then will he deliver us 
from all Dangers and Diſtreſſes, from the Apprehenſions 
we are at preſent but too juſtly under, from auch 
Powers, and a Popiſh Pretender; an Attempt, which, 
ſhould God, in his great Anger to us for our Sins, eyer 
ſuffer to take Effect, muſt determine in the inevitable 
Ruin of this Church and Kingdom. And may the God 
of all Power and Might, in his great Merey and Com- 
paſſion to us, ſtrengthen the Hands, and praſper the 
Endeavours of his preſent moſt gracious Majeſty King 
George, in fruſtrating the Deſigns and Contrivances 
of our Enemies to diſturb us in the Bleſſings and Han- 
pineſs we enjoy; till we are all united in the fameBond 
of Concord and Love, and ſettled upon the ſure Foun- 
dat ions of Religion, Peace and Truth. _ | 


Now to Him that can do this, and much more abyn- 
dantly, the all-wiſe aud omni patent Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, aud one cuerleſt- 
ng God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honor, 
Power, Praiſe, &c. | 
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